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AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE SEVENTH-BAY 
BAPTIST CEMETEEY, FIFTH STREET, BELOW MAR- 
KET, PHILADELPHIA. 

BY JULIUS F. SACHSE. 

Richard Sparks, a prominent member of the community 
of Seventh-day Baptists, or "Sabbath Keepers" (formed 
during the last decade of the seventeenth century, and lo- 
cated on the Pennepack in the upper part of Philadelphia 
County), removed to Philadelphia about the time when the 
differences broke out between their minister, William Davis, 
and Able Noble, Thomas Rutter, and other prominent 
brethren of the faith. Here he prospered and acquired con- 
siderable property, among which was the lot on the south- 
east corner of Fifth and Market Streets, having a frontage 
of twenty- six feet on the latter street and extending back 
on Fifth Street a distance of two hundred and sixty feet. 

Late in the year 1715, Sparks became seriously ill, and, 
recognizing the uncertainty of life, also knowing that there 
was no separate place of burial for the " Sabbath Keepers," 
and having in mind the trouble concerning the old meeting- 
house on the Pennepack, incorporated the following clause 
in his last will and testament: 

" I the said Eichard Sparks, have put my hand and seal 
to this my last will and testament, dated ye 14th day of 
January, in ye second year of ye reign of our soverign 
Lord George by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland King, and in ye year 1715-16. . . . The above 
Richard Sparks, do hereby give, devise, and bequeath one 
hundred feet of the back end of my lot on ye south side of 
ye High Street Philadelphia for a burial place, for ye use 
of ye people or society called ye Seventh Day Baptists for 
ever. In which said piece of ground I desire to be buried, 
my wife having the use of it during her life, and I will that 
this clause be considered and taken as part of my will." 




MEMORIAL STONE IN CEMETERY OF SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS, 
Fifth Street, near Market, Philadelphia. 
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The will is dated January 14, 1715-16, and appoints his 
wife, Joan Sparks, his sole executrix. It was approved 
April 3, 1716. 

As may be seen by the above dates, Sparks died soon 
after making his will, and was the first " Sabbath Keeper" 
to be interred in the donated ground. 1 

Owing to the death without issue of the widow (who was 
also buried in the ground) and the decline of the " Sabbath 
Keepers" within the city, the lot soon became neglected and 
for a time was without an enclosure, or even a stone to mark 
the graves of those who, unknown and forgotten, rested 
beneath the clay. 

For many years the history of the ground is obscure. 
After the death of Joan Sparks the upper end of the origi- 
nal lot, having a frontage of one hundred and sixty feet on 
Fifth to Market Street, came into the possession of Thomas 
Cadwalader, "Practitioner in Physic." Dr. Cadwalader 
conveyed the property to one John Oldenheimer, butcher, 
June 26, 1766, the consideration being a ground-rent of 
"forty-four pieces of Gold called Spanish pistoles, and a 
half of each piece; — each piece weighing at least four 
pennyweights and six grains, unto the said Thomas Cad- 
walader his heirs or assigns in two payments viz : twenty- 
two on the 26th day of December, and twenty-two and a 
half on the 26th day of June thereafter forever." 

Although the growing city was steadily progressing west- 
ward, and the lot was within a stone's-throw from the new 
State-House, there seems to be no record of any effort having 
been made to care for it until about the year 1771, when 
the Cohansey church took charge of the bequest, and re- 
mained in undisputed possession until some years after the 
close of the Revolution. It seems strange that the Penne- 
pack congregation, of which Richard Sparks was a founder, 

1 An old document still in possession of the Shiloh, New Jersey, con- 
gregation states that the bequest of Sparks was afterwards confirmed by 
a proprietary grant. The writer is indebted to the kindness extended by 
Rev. Theodore L. Gardiner, pastor of the congregation, for old docu- 
ments examined in the preparation of this paper. 



464 An Historical Sketch of the Seventh-day Baptist Cemetery. 

and for whose benefit the bequest was mainly made, should 
have neglected the property, which was rapidly growing 
in value. The congregation at the time when the Jersey 
brethren assumed control consisted of eleven families, who 
held their meetings at the house of Benjamin Tomlinson, 
under the ministrations of Rev. Enoch David. Prominent 
among these were Samuel Wells, Richard Tomlinson, Job 
Noble, Elizabeth West, Mary Keen, and Rebecca Dungan. 

There were, no doubt, in the intervening years, other in- 
terments made in the ground than the two noted above, but, 
in the absence of all records, it is impossible to state who 
they were or when made. The first burial of which an 
actual record can be found was that of Jane Elizabeth Tom- 
linson, in 1772, followed by that of Elizabeth West, in 1773, 
as the record states, "an aged widow of William West." 1 

How the westward course of the city, after the close of 
the struggle for independence, enhanced the value of the 
bequest is shown by the fact that John Oldenheimer sold 
his lot, on which he had erected a large three-story brick 
house fronting on Market Street, July 1, 1782, to William 
Sheaff, a well-known merchant, for £2500, subject to the 
before-mentioned ground-rent. This fact coming to the 
knowledge of some of the Sabbatarians in Chester County, 
they at once made an attempt to possess themselves of the 
adjoining ground, but were opposed by their brethren of 
the two New Jersey congregations, at Piscataway and Co- 
hansey. This dispute culminated about 1786, and was de- 
cided in favor of the Jersey congregations, the ground for 
the verdict being the fact, that the New Jersey churches 
were incorporated, while the Chester County congregations 
had no corporate existence. 

1 William West, " Innholder," as he styles himself, was a resident of 
Oxford township, Philadelphia County, where he kept a tavern near the 
Oxford church. He died in February of 1765. There is a tradition that he 
was a near relative of the celebrated painter, Benjamin West ; further, 
that both John and Sarah West, the parents of the painter, belonged to 
the " Sabbath Keepers," and were buried in the old graveyard of that 
sect at Newtown in Chester County. 
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To remedy this defect, application was made to the Leg- 
islature early in 1787, by the brethren of Newtown and 
French Creek or Nantmeal, to incorporate the latter con- 
gregation, they being the most numerous and having a 
meeting-house. The petition was granted March 5, 1787, 
too late, however, to prevent the Jersey brethren from as- 
suming the complete control of the bequest, so far as the 
income or revenue was concerned, thus ignoring the claim 
of the Chester County congregations in everything except 
their right of burial, which right was never questioned. 

At the time of the removal of the seat of government to 
Philadelphia, in 1790, the two churches in New Jersey leased 
the unoccupied part of the ground to a Mr. Shoemaker, and 
in the following year the church at Piscataway sent a " letter 
of agency" to their brethren of Cohansey, as follows : 

" We whose names are underwritten and seals affixed 
being trustees of the Seventh Day Baptist church of Christ, 
in Piscataway, Middlesex County, State of New Jersey, do 
appoint, constitute and autherize our trusty friend and 
brother Jacob Martin, who is one of our body, our agent in 
our behalf and for the use and benefit of said, in conjunc- 
tion with any person or persons that may be appointed by 
the Cohansey church, or otherwise as the case may be to 
take charge of a certain lot of ground in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, the property of said churches; and left as a 
buring ground for the Sabbathkeepers, part of which at 
this time in the tenury of a Mr. Shoomaker and we auther- 
ize our said agent to leese out sd. lot for any term of years 
and for such price as he with the agent from Cohansey 
church may think proper, and to collect the rents that may 
be due to this church and releases and other acquittances to 
give and gennerally to do every matter and thing that may 
appertain to justice in the premises rattefing and conform- 
ing for effectual whatever our said agent may or shall do in 
the premises as fully and effectually as if we had done the 
same in our person in testimony whereof we have hereunto 
set our hands and affixed our seals this seventh day of Oc- 
Vol. xiii.— 30 



466 An Historical Sketch of the Seventh-day Baptist Cemetery. 

tober in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and ninty one. 1791. 

(signed) Thomas Fitzrandolph L.S. 

Nehemiah Fitzrandolph L.S. 

David Dunham Junior L.S. 

Abraham Dunham L.S. 

Joel Dunn L.S." 

The " Sabbath Keepers" of New Jersey continued to use 
the lot as a place of sepulture for some of their people who 
died in the city; thus, we find records of the burial of 
James, John, and Jehu Ayres, and of the wife of Enoch 
David, one of their most noted preachers of the day. 

As the Chester County people never acknowledged the 
claim of the Jersey churches nor renounced their own, it 
was not long before the contest was renewed. At this time 
there were as yet no streets cut through from Fourth to 
Fifth Street, and it further appears that at the commence- 
ment of the century there were several houses on the 
ground. 1 James Simmonds was one of the lessees, and held 
his title from the trustees of the Piscataway church, and 
seems to have been the builder of one or more of the houses. 
Early in April, 1803, he paid a year's rent for the ground 
to David Ayres, the trustee of the Cohansey congregation, 
and a few days later Hazeal Thomas, as representative of 
the Chester County churches, demanded the same rental. 
On objecting to paying the rent over again, Thomas 
threatened him with a suit of ejectment. Writs of a 
similar character were also served upon Simmonds at the 
instance of one John Brown, and the heirs of Colonel 
Coates ; on what grounds the claims of the two latter were 
founded were not known at the time. 

The Chester County Sabbatarians now rented the ground 
to one John Denn (who he was does not appear), and suit 
was at once brought in the court of Fisi Prius, in his name, 

1 The Directory for the year 1801 gives : " Fifth Street, east side 
south, William Sheaf— Gentleman (at the corner of Market St.) William 
Beache ornament composition manufactory. No. 11. — James Simmonds 
Gentleman." 
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against James Simmonds, who employed Mahlon Dickin- 
son as counsel, and appealed to Messrs. Dunn, Dunham, and 
others of the Piscataway church to protect him in his lease. 
The trustees of this church at once wrote to Thomas on the 
subject, making him an offer which it was thought would 
prove more than acceptable, but the negotiations counted 
as naught, and the suit went on. Several further attempts 
were made by the Jersey churches to come to an under- 
standing with Thomas and compromise the matter without 
resorting to the law, and a committee was appointed to 
confer with him on behalf of the Chester County churches, 
the meeting to be held in Philadelphia, November 21, 1803. 
The trustees from Piscataway came to the city, but for some 
unexplained reason, neither Thomas nor the representatives 
from Shiloh appeared. The committee from Piscataway, 
accompanied by Mr. Simmonds, at once started for East 
Nantmeal, to have an interview with Thomas, the under- 
standing of the Jersey congregations being that, " if Thomas 
wants no more than a proportional privilege in the premises 
for time to come, we agree to it, but if, as the nature of the 
proceeding seems to imply he means to dispossess us, we 
think it best to support our rights. " 

The result of this visit is detailed in a letter from the 
church in Piscataway to their brethren in Cohansey, as 
follows : 

"According to your letter the twenty first November 
1803 we did appoint to attend on Mr. Thomas with expec- 
tation one of your church at Philadelphia, but disappoint- 
ment has been felt in this case as well as many others, still 
we have no disposition to lay any blame on your part but 
we still went on to Philadelphia and was in hopes of seeing 
Mr. Thomas there but his nonattendance caused a jurne to 
his hous with Mr. Simmonds we found him at home seem- 
ingly determed to see the ishu of the [ ] by law for he had 
taken it very hard that Isaac Davis had curled up his nose 
(as he said) when he talked about the property and was not 
to be put off in this manner. 

" After a conversation of some length he did agree for us 
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to set a time and give you notis and himself to meet at 
Philadelphia in February next." 

The meeting settled on at this interview took place in 
Philadelphia, February 8, 1804, at the inn in Cherry Alley 
known by the sign of the " Horse and Groom," when the 
following proposal in writing was submitted to Hazeal 
Thomas, which he refused to sign. 

"February 8th. 1804 by appointment Joel Dunn of 
Piscataway in East Jersey a representative of the society 
of Seventh Day Baptists residing there. 

" David Ayars representative of the society of the same 
order at French Creek Cohansey in Cumberland County in 
West Jersey with 

" Hazeal Thomas Esq of the society of the same order at 
French Creek or East Nantmill Pennsylvania being met at 
Philadelphia to compromise the claim to a lot of ground in 
Fifth Street in the city. 

" That is to say the David Ayars on the part of society 
at Cohansey, willing to put an end to cost and trouble that 
may hereafter arise in consequence of continuing a dispute 
about the premises offers the following viz : 

" That each claim of above societies produce their full 
and sufficient vouchers of their several authorities to the 
satisfaction of each, and that we agree to abide by the terms 
of the lease of the tenant now in possession. 1 

" And from the present time become mutual sharers in 
the powers and benefits arising there from so long as we 
continue to be incorporate bodies by ourselves or successors 
and in ease this proposal is not agreed to the satisfaction ot 
all the above societies, then the above proposal and all 
things therein proposed to cease and become void, other- 
wise to become valid to all intents and purposes witness my 
hand the day and date above written 

"David Ayars. 

u I do agree to the principles and terms above proposes 
for and in behalf of the society at Piscataway 
" Date above Joel Dunn." 

1 James Simmonds. 
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No further attempts were made to effect a compromise. 
On September 6, 1805, Mr. Lewis, counsel for Thomas, 
applied to the court for a rule to take depositions in the 
case, which was followed, September 10, by notice from 
Mahlon Dickinson, Esq., that Simmonds join the Jersey 
churches in defending the suit, and on November 27 the 
case came to trial. 1 The result of this trial, as noted in the 
docket, reads : 

" At Nisi Prius at Philadelphia, a jury called who being 
duly empanelled — returned — tried — sworn and affirmed 
upon their oaths and affirmations, respectfully do say that 
they find for the plaintiffs and assess damages to six pence 
with six pence cost." 2 

1 See Supreme Court, March Term, 1803, 289, " John Denn vs. James 
Simmonds." 

2 An old subpoena used in this case by David Ayres in summoning 
Zaddock Thomas, Uriah Thomas, and David Thomas bears the following 
curious endorsement. 

"November 24th, 1805. 
" A jarney to Philad'a, on trial of titule to the lot Samuel Davis his 
waggon & horses to Coopers Ferry himself & horse went to Chester 
County 1st. 2nd. 3rd. & 4th. day afternoon 

CENTS 

Expense Pine Tavern 12 J 

Woodbury 1.37} 

Samuel paid at Coopers 

2nd. day paid for subpcenae 70 

3d lodging & breakfast .50 

One single subpoenae 50 

Paid Mr. Dickinson 20.00 

4th. lodging & breakfast 00.50 

Lodging & Ferry ages 37 J 

5th. day 6 cents for b. I for T 7 

Ferryage 12} 

Supper & lodging 44 

Breakfast 25 

Bear at Woodby 12} 

Carpenter bridge & sling 12} 

On the road for passag 25 

Black Beer House 3 

25.47" 
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Although the suit went against Simmonds, there must 
have been some compromise between the parties which does 
not appear at the present day; for he remained in posses- 
sion until 1810. In 1811 a portion of the ground was 
enclosed with a board fence. 

Early in the year 1810 the Harmony Fire Company, com- 
posed of members of the Society of Friends, who housed 
their apparatus at the northwest corner of Third and Spruce 
Streets, became desirous of obtaining a more central loca- 
tion, and selected the old Sparks lot for their new building. 
Some of the members of the company, knowing of the 
past litigation, had a committee appointed to visit Hazeal 
Thomas, who then lived near the Yellow Springs, in 
Chester County, and claimed to represent all the Seventh- 
day Baptists in the State, to obtain his sanction to their 
project. Thomas readily gave his permission, and after the 
company received the favorable report of their committee, 
they at once took possession, broke ground, and proceeded 
to erect a one-story building. This action no sooner came 
to the knowledge of the Jersey brethren than they entered 
so vigorous a protest that for a time the work was sus- 
pended. 

On the 15th of March, 1811, ¥m. P. Morris, Abraham L. 
Pennock, Josh. H. Wilson, Benjamin Say, Jr., and Samuel 
L. Eobbins, a committee of the Philadelphia Hose Company, 
made application to the Shiloh church for permission to 
erect a house for their fire apparatus " on such portion of 
the ground not buried in," for which they offered to pay " a 
small annual compensation, and put up a brick wall in front 
of the lot as an acknowledgment of their title." In this 
they were joined by the Philadelphia Engine Company. 
Both requests were refused by the Jersey brethren. To- 
wards the latter part of the year, the Harmony Fire Com- 
pany seem in some way to have overcome the objections of 
the Jersey brethren for the time being, and completed their 
house. 

The Jersey brethren, however, did not relax their efforts 
for possession, and the result was that in 1816 (?) the dele- 
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gates of the Cohansey or Hopewell church brought the 
matter before the General Conference of the " Seventh- 
day Baptists in America," who appointed a committee to 
attend to the matter, and collect money from the different 
churches to defray the necessary expenses. At the next 
General Conference the committee reported that the prose- 
cution of the claim would be attended by considerable 
expense, and the ultimate success not at all certain; so 
they asked to be discharged. The representatives of the 
Shiloh and Piscataway churches then asked that the other 
churches comprising the General Conference relinquish 
all claim to the bequest, and they would prosecute the 
claim at their own risk and expense, which request was 
acceded to. 

In the intervening time the ground seemed to be an un- 
appropriated domain, upon which every neighbor thought 
himself at liberty to encroach. The Harmony Fire Com- 
pany opened a door on the south side of their house, and 
used and occupied the whole of the lower end of the lot. 
So sure did they feel themselves in possession that in 1819, 
notwithstanding the unceasing protests from the Jersey 
brethren, the company added a second story to their build- 
ing and neatly fitted up and furnished a room which be- 
came a favorite meeting place of numerous societies : the 
Philadelphia Fire Association, the Philadelphia Literary 
Association, the Pennsylvania Literary Association, the 
Belles-Lettres Association, the Johnson Association, the 
Philadelphia Fire Company, and the Resolution Fire Com- 
pany. 

On May 24, 1822, the Resolution Fire Company made 
an effort to obtain what was left of the ground, and applied 
to W. 0. Fahenstock, a German Seventh-day Baptist in 
Harrisburg, for his sanction; he, however, referred the 
applicants to the Shiloh congregation, who promptly re- 
fused the request, and renewed their efforts to dispossess 
all trespassers and have the lot enclosed. 

Shortly after this date Stephen Girard bought the property 
immediately south of the Sparks lot, and, as he soon be- 
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came anxious to get rid of his troublesome neighbors, 
negotiations looking to that result were opened with repre- 
sentatives of the Jersey congregations, which resulted in a 
writ of ejectment being issued against the Harmony Fire 
Company in 1824. The Harmony Company, however, 
stubbornly contested the suit. From the following entry 
on the records of the Shiloh church, it appears that the 
whole matter was left to Girard. 

" The trustees of the first congregation of Seventh Day 
Baptists residing in the township of Hopewell, and county 
of Cumberland in conformity to the resolution made and 
entered on this book, February 15th, 1825, — have by their 
agent Enos F. Eandolph and others succeeded in giting the 
incumberance removed from the lot in Fifth Street in Phila- 
delphia given by Richard Sparks, to the Seventh Day Bap- 
tists as a burying place, and have placed the said lot in the 
care of Stephen Girard Esq. of Philadelphia for the pur- 
pose of preventing further intruding on said burying 
place." 

Girard now opened negotiations for possession of the lot 
by purchase or lease. The expenses attending the long 
litigation had proved so severe a drain on the brethren in 
New Jersey that they were forced to borrow money to press 
the prosecution of their claim. To pay off this debt, the 
trustees of the two Jersey churches, together with Caleb 
Sheppard, Joel Dunn, and Jacob "Week, agents of the Gen- 
eral Conference, executed a lease of the whole bequest to 
Stephen Girard, for a term of nine hundred and ninety- 
nine years, from the twenty-eighth day of November, 
1828, the consideration being " Five thousand dollars, and 
a yearly rental of Six cents to be paid on the first day 
of January in every year during the said term if it shall 
be demanded. Upon the condition nevertheless that the 
northermost half part of the lot should be held during 
the term for the uses mentioned in the will of Richard 
Sparks." 

This lease no sooner became known to the Harmony Fire 
Company than they put up a board fence against Girard's 
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house, and claimed and took possession of the whole lot. 
Girard retorted by tearing down the fence and reconstruct- 
ing it on the north side of the vacant ground, thus shutting 
up the door of the engine-house, but the members of the 
company were not slow in cutting this fence away. A riot 
seemed imminent, when all the participants were arrested 
and taken before Mayor Watson, but these measures only 
increased the bad feeling which existed between the fire 
company and Girard. Nothing definite came out of the 
matter until 1829, when, on the morning of the day set for 
trial of the ejectment suit, a proposition was made to the 
company, by parties professing to be adverse to Girard, that 
if the engine-house was removed by a certain date they 
should receive four hundred dollars, besides their other ex- 
penses; which was acceded to under the impression that 
steps would be taken to dispossess Girard of his hold on 
the property. Soon after the evacuation of the premises 
the company found, to their chagrin, that the whole trans- 
action had been a sharp piece of diplomacy by Girard, 
who, in place of being ousted, at once took possession 
of the lot, removed the buildings, and enclosed the re- 
served part with a brick wall, and, as the Shiloh record 
further states, "and we have placed in sd wall a monu- 
ment to perpetuate the memory of Eichard Sparks, the 
donor and many others buryed in said lot who ware ances- 
tors and Rilatives of same of the seventh-day Baptists in 
New Jersey." 

The inscription on the plain marble slab (called by 
courtesy a monument) now fastened to the west wall of the 
enclosure reads as follows : l 

1 Although but seven persons are named on the tablet, it is known 
that there were over twenty interments made within the original en- 
closure. 
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" This Monument erected April a.d. 1829 

By the Trustees of the First Congregation 

Seventh-day Baptists, 

residing in the township of Hopewell, 

in the County of Cumberland, West New Jersey ; 

And the Trustees of the Seventh-day Baptist Church 

of Christ in Piscataway, East New Jersey ; 

to perpetuate the Memory of 

RICHARD SPARKS, 

Who, in his Testament and last will, gave and 

devised this lot for a burying-ground for the 

use of the Society of Seventh-day Baptists, 

and was himself interred therein A.D. 1716, 

agreeably to his request in said will, with 

several others, Ancestors and Relatives of 

Members of said Societies, who were laid 

within 25 Feet of the North End of the same. 

In Memory of ELIZABETH WEST, 

an aged widow of William West, 

who departed this Life, a.d. 1773. 

In Memory of JANE ELIZABETH, 

Daughter of James and Barbara Tomlinson, 

formerly of this City, but late of Cumberland County, 

W. N. Jersey, who died a.d. 1772. 

In Memory of John and Jehu, sons of 

Nehemiah and Eunice Ayres, formerly of 

Cumberland Co., W. N. Jersey, 

and late of this City, A.D. 1802. 

In Memory of REBECCA, wife of the 

Rev. Enoch David, late of this City. 

In Memory of James Ayres, late of 

this City, A.D. 1796, 

and formerly of Cumberland 

Co, W. N. Jersey." 

That part of the ground not reserved for burial purposes 
was also enclosed by Girard, and laid out as a garden for 
Thomas Sully, the artist, who in 1830 had taken up his resi- 
dence in the house formerly occupied by James Simmonds. 

On April 22, 1830, the closing settlement in regard to 
the above lease was made between the two Jersey churches. 
The expenses of the litigation appear to have been $1897.98, 
leaving $3102.02 to be divided between them; of which 
sum Jonathan R. Dunham received $1500 on the part of the 
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Piscataway church, while Enos F. Randolph on the part of 
the Shiloh church receipted for $1602.02, with the under- 
standing that from that date the Shiloh church assume all 
responsibility in regard to the lease and bequest. The 
members of the Shiloh congregation congratulated them- 
selves on the successful termination of the long-drawn-out 
litigation, as it was mainly by their efforts that the victory 
had been won; and it was thought that the matter had 
been definitely settled for all time to come. Such, however, 
was not the case, for two years had not elapsed since the 
entry in the church records before given when the news 
was received of Girard's death, December 26, 1831, and his 
bequest to the city. 

The city had no sooner taken possession of the estate 
than the Harmony Fire Company made another attempt to 
regain possession of the lot, instigated, it is said, by some 
of the descendants of former Sabbatarians in Chester 
County, 1 and, in connection with the scheme, presented a 
petition to Councils, December 26, 1834, taking the ground 
that they had never actually given up the lot, and that, by 
virtue of undisputed possession for more than twenty-one 
years, the title then vested in the Committee on the Girard 
Estate really belonged to the Harmony Fire Company. 
The Committee on Fire Companies, to whom this petition 
was referred, reported in the following October (1835) : 
" As the question of the right of possession in the lot re- 
ferred to is now pending in the Supreme Court of the State, 
the committee are of the opinion, that it ought not to be 
prejudiced by a grant of any portion of the premises, and ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion." Nothing further came out of this attempt to molest 
or annoy the Shiloh brethren in their claim to the ground. 

A new danger for a time threatened this resting-place of 
the Sabbatarians. A cross street from Fourth to Fifth 
Street, below Market, had become a necessity, and a propo- 
sition was made to open one below SheafPs line, cutting off 

1 Emmor Kimber, then president of the company, is said to have been 
one of these descendants. 
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twenty-five feet from the upper end of the Sparks lot, which 
would have obliterated all the graves in the old cemetery. 
To prevent this desecration, a petition was presented to 
court, April 16, 1836, to extend " Greenleaf s" Court, or 
Alley westward to Fifth Street;" a jury was appointed, and 
a favorable verdict was rendered on the 23d of June follow- 
ing, which was, however, contested by the Sheaff family, 
as it would cut through their property ; but the verdict of 
the jury was affirmed by the Supreme Court, August 23, 
1839. The final order, however, was not made until June 
22, 1841, when the present Merchant Street was opened. 

During the agitation in regard to the opening of the new 
street, a further complication arose by the passing of an 
ordinance by Councils, under the act of 1794, prohibiting 
any further interments within the enclosure, thus virtu- 
ally making the lot useless for the purposes originally in- 
tended. This coming to the knowledge of the trustees, 
they called on the city to put and keep the lot and wall in 
good repair ; but the final outcome was that the reservation 
was again reduced one-half, and, December 13, 1838, " The 
Mayor, Aldermen and citizens of Philadelphia, Executed an 
agreement with the Seventh Day Baptists, agreeing to keep 
open and reserve the northern most twenty-five feet in front 
by twenty-seven in depth, of the lot &c. and that free access 
shall be had thereunto at all reasonable times, and that they 
shall and will keep the said burying-ground in good order 
and condition and suitably enclosed, with a gate fronting on 
Fifth street and will also cause the marble slab now erected 
to the memory of Richard Sparks, and others to be placed 
in a conspicuous place," etc. This document was recorded 
in the clerk's office of Cumberland County, at Bridgeton, 
New Jersey. 

The last effort to wrest the ground from the proper cus- 
todians was made in the year 1859, when the Eastern 
Market Company was projected; the trustees of the Sab- 
batarian church, however, again maintained their rights in 
the premises, and the new market-house was built around 
the lot, the enclosure forming an offset in the structure. 
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The enclosure is at the present time inaccessible except 
through a window opening into an alleyway back of the 
Girard Buildings, which occupy the lower end of the Sparks 
lot. 1 It is overrun with vines and noxious weeds, and has 
virtually become a receptacle for refuse thrown from the 
adjoining market-house. The tablet now fastened against 
the street wall is almost hidden by the rank growth of 
creepers, while the inscription has through the ravages of 
time and neglect become partly illegible. How isolated 
and neglected this spot is, within the very heart of the city, 
may be surmised from the fact that the writer, having after 
much difficulty obtained access to the enclosure, while cut- 
ting away some of the leafless briers to set up his tripod for 
the purpose of photographing the tablet, to his horror discov- 
ered among the accumulated rubbish the mouldering skele- 
ton of a man, the tissue of which had long since formed the 
nocturnal feast of the rodents that infest the adjoining market. 

Few of the thousands of busy toilers who daily pass the 
spot know anything of its history, or even that it is a burial- 
place ; nor is there anything to tell the stranger or future 
generations that within these narrow limits, shut out from 
the busy world by the high brick wall capped by sharp iron 
spikes, rest the remains of a few of the peculiar sect of 
Christians who formed the first society in this Common- 
wealth to claim the right to worship after the dictates of 
their conscience, under the tw T enty-second clause of the 
charter which had been forced upon Penn, after a long 
struggle, by Dr. Henry Compton, Lord Bishop of London, 
and which assured religious liberty to all men within the 
bounds of the Province. 

1 In connection with the erection of this building the following in- 
cident is given on the authority of the late William Eoberts, long the 
janitor of the offices. When the excavations for the foundations were 
made several graves were disturbed, in one of which a skull was found, 
and when picked up to place it with the other bones a strange protuber- 
ance on the side where the ear had once been on examination proved to 
be a long, sharp, wrought-iron nail, which had been driven into the skull. 
Whether it was a foul murder or was done after dissolution as a precau- 
tion against premature burial is a problem which will remain unsolved. 



